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Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee  
June 8, 2015 
2:00-5:00pm 
EOPSS, Transportation Building 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
In Attendance: Bob Gittens, Chair; Cecely Reardon, Vice Chair; Mark Booher, Jeffery Butts, Wes Cotter, 
Glenn Daly, Commissioner Peter Forbes, Austin Lessin. 
 
EOPSS Staff: Ellen Frank, Andrew Polk, Erin Heaney. 
 
Guests:   Kristen Murphy, Jimmy Pereria. 
 
Proposed Agenda 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
2. Chair Gittens Update on Meetings with Stakeholders 
3. Diversion Study 
4. Juvenile Competency Legislation: Next Steps 
5. FFY15 Three Year Plan 
6. Updates: 

a. JJDPA – re-authorization v. de-funding 
b. OJJDP – Senate hearings & related issues  
c. Effective Police Interactions with Youth Training 
d. MassCourts  
e. DMC Assessment Study & Compliance 
f. Compliance Monitoring & Court Holding Facilities 
g. JJAC Membership & Youth Member Scholarship 
h. DYS – Formula award for evaluation of CRRC 
i. Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice Leadership Forum 
j. JJAC Annual Report 

7. Other Business? 

 
1. Welcomes and Introductions- Chair Bob Gittens welcomed the group and called the meeting to 

order. The meeting participants introduced themselves. 
 

2. Chair Gittens update on Meetings with Stakeholders- Chair Gittens updated the group on 
recent meetings he has had with stakeholders. He met with Chief Justice Nechtem with whom 
he spoke about the sight and sound compliance issues in Hingham, as well as the data problems  
with MassCourts. He spoke about the importance of extracting accurate data from Masscourts, 
specifically in regards to race and ethnicity. There was a further conversation about a potential 
implicit bias training. Judge Nechtem is interested in attending a JJAC meeting, and Chair Gittens 
will facilitate her attendance.  
 



2 
 

Chair Gittens also met with recently appointed Secretary of Public Safety, Dan Bennett.  They 
spoke about many of the key issues that the JJAC is currently dealing with. He also spoke to the 
Secretary about the appointment process. Secretary Bennett is aware of four potential JJAC 
appointments.  
 
Chair Gittens also met with Brianne Fortier, who is a Deputy Chief of Staff in the Governor’s 
Office. He explained that the JJAC had a direct contact with the Governor’s Office in regards to 
appointments.  Brianne Fortier is also interested in the Three Year Plan. When the JJAC has 
something ready to share, Chair Gittens will forward it to the Governor’s Office. Brianne is also 
looking to be kept in the loop in regards to the competency legislation. Chair Gittens also 
explained that at the right time the JJAC would like to have a formal meeting at the Governor’s 
Office to inform the office of its purpose, goals and activities.  
 

3. Diversion Study- Chair Gittens has been in contact with the Essex County District Attorney’s 
Office about the Diversion Study. Chair Gittens is going to connect with the new president of the 
Massachusetts District Attorneys Association, Dan Conley. The JJAC recently funded Adam Foss 
to attend a program at Georgetown University to develop a diversion program in Suffolk County. 
The program is currently under consideration by the Suffolk County DA. The JJAC is still 
discussing when and where it would be appropriate to release the Diversion Study. The JJAC 
thinks there may be an opportunity to present the report at an event highlighting the new 
diversion program. Chair Gittens is hoping to follow up with JJAC member Adam Foss regarding 
an update of the status of the Suffolk County diversion program.  
 

4. Juvenile Competency Legislation- Chair Gittens spoke about the piece of juvenile competency-
to-stand trial legislation that has been filed. He has been in touch with Representative Bradley’s 
office. Chair Gittens offered the JJAC’s assistance. A staff person in his office will be in contact 
with Chair Gittens if a hearing comes up. Both Kim Larson and Mark Booher will be working on 
drafting testimony in preparation for a hearing. A motion was made that the JJAC will offer 
testimony on the competency legislation after the dissemination of the testimony to the JJAC 
and an opportunity for revisions/suggestions is given. The motion was seconded and 
approved by all the members in attendance.  
 

5. FFY15 Three Year Plan- Andrew Polk and EOPSS staff have been working on the Three Year Plan. 
Andrew will make changes based on the suggestions by JJAC members.  Andrew will pass the 
revisions on to Chair Gittens for review. Chair Gittens will make the final approval on the Three 
Year Plan prior to submission.  
 

6. Updates:  
a. JJDPA- re-authorization v. de-funding- Senator Grassley has been advocating for re-

authorization and an increase in funding. A group of representatives is 
recommending that the JJDP Act be de-funded. There is an advocacy effort going on. 
The effort to re-authorize the Act is a bi-partisan initiative.  

b. OJJDP- Senate hearings and related issues- Recently there were hearings in the 
Senate sponsored by Senator Grassley regarding whistleblowing at OJJDP. They 
brought to light the concern that some states have been deemed in compliance with 
the core requirements of the JJDP Act when in fact they should be found out of 
compliance with one or more of the requirements. In short there are accusations 
from the OJJDP staff that states were not complying with the act, but not being held 
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accountable by OJJDP. Even though Senator Grassley is bringing forth these 
allegations about OJJDP he is still advocating to increase the funding and to re-
authorize the JJDP Act.  

c. Effective Police Interactions with Youth Training- The first of the trainings was held 
with close to 40 officers in Massachusetts attending. The idea is for some of the 
officers to come back and participate in a training of trainers. The training was 
largely but not solely dedicated to the issue of DMC. It touches on matters such as 
cultural competency, implicit bias, and adolescent development. The training seems 
to be effective in raising awareness for officers. Wes Cotter suggested connecting 
with the Mass State Police Training Academy to attend the train the trainers 
program.  

d. MassCourts- (discussed above). 
[Chair Gittens had to leave the meeting. Vice Chair Cecely Reardon volunteered to take on chairing the 
meeting].  

e. DMC Assessment Study and Compliance-The problems with Masscourts have 
delayed the implementation and completion of a DMC assessment study. It is 
possible that the Commonwealth could be held out of compliance with DMC (in 
addition to the sight and sound separation) if a study is not completed in the near 
future. EOPSS and the JJAC have informed the EOTC of the need to rectify this issue.  

f. Compliance Monitoring and Court Holding Facilities-The ISAs between EOTC and 
EOPSS will be executed within the next week for $427,000 in Title II Formula Grant 
funds to start the remedies for sight and sound problems in the court holding 
facilities. DCAMM has committed more than $900,000 to assist with covering the 
costs of the first round of remedies. The study and planning for the second round of 
facilities is about to begin.   

g. Membership Issues & Youth Member Scholarship- Erin Heaney raised the possibility 
of providing youth members who have good attendance at meetings with 
scholarship money for school-related items such as books. The process of how to 
recommend and facilitate appointments of new members is being worked out. 

h. DYS-EOPSS is in the process of entering into a contract with DYS to fund a study of 
their Central Region Reception Center. The JDAI process has helped to broaden the 
spectrum of community placements.  

i. Child Welfare and JJ Leadership Forum- There are no major updates. The group is 
focusing on DMC and is being facilitated by Citizens for Juvenile Justice who has 
recently hired a part time staff person for the group.  

j. JJAC Annual Report- The intent is to start working on the 2014 annual report in 
August. If anyone has any ideas of format or content please reach out to Andrew. 
 

7. Other Business- Two members of the JJAC are attending the annual CJJ conference later in the 
month. 
 
A motion was made adjourn the meeting, the motion was seconded and the meeting was 
called to an end.  


